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The LONDON FORUM helps civic societies,
residents' associations and other community
groups to work together to protect and
improve the quality of life in London.

Since its foundation in 1988 under the
auspices of The Civic Trust, for which the
London Forum is the London Region
Association, it has grown in strength and
influence; derived from the participation of
over 130 local societies with a combined
membership of some 100,000 Londoners,
plus around 50 Associate Groups and
individual subscribers.

The  LONDON  FORUM . . . . . .

Represents . . . .
. . . . its members on London-wide issues,
liaising with the Mayor’s office and Greater
London Authority Assembly members,
national and local government, government
agencies and bodies influencing planning, the
environment, road management, transport
and regeneration in London.

It was a member of the development team of
London Civic Forum that works with the GLA.

Supports . . . .
. . . . local community and civic societies and
channels their views and concerns to other
relevant London-wide groups.

Responds to . . . . 
. . . . key consultation papers, draft strategies,
reports, and other policy documents, as they
arise, regarding London’s ever changing
issues and concerns.

Publishes . . . .
. . . . "Newsforum", a regular newsletter aimed
at keeping member societies informed and
providing a platform for their views and for
mutual support. All major London professional
and environmental groups, Borough Chief
Executives and Leaders, the Mayor, GLA
members and officers, London MPs and
MEPs and the media receive copies.

Organises . . . .
. . . . meetings, events, seminars, award
schemes and exhibitions on topics of
importance to those who live and work in
London and publicity for the achievements of
its member organisations.

The LONDON FORUM's responses . . . .

. . . . . are based on surveys of member
societies’ views.  These have shown a
remarkable consensus on a range of
London-wide issues.  Our most recent
feedback shows that the priorities are .....

< strategic planning and control for
sustainable development with
context sensitivity and sufficient
local infrastructure,

< development of an integrated
London-wide public transport and
traffic policy,

< efficient, safe and affordable
transport, of adequate capacity,

< addressing issues related to ....
� traffic, rat-running and pollution
� parks, open spaces, sports fields

and green belt
� regeneration of local shops and

town centres
� good urban design
� protecting Conservation Areas
� retaining and developing local

amenities
� proliferation of licensed premises -

the 24 hour society
� personal safety
� graffiti, litter and vandalism
� lack of resources and cuts in

borough front-line services
� entirely different standards of

public engagement among London
Boroughs

Membership

Full Members are civic and local amenity
societies across London
Associates are businesses and professional
organisations London-wide and single
interest groups
Individuals can also join.
Details: Helen Marcus - 020 7722 1414

Principal address of the charity is
The London Forum, 70 Cowcross Street,
London EC1M 6EJ  tel  020 7250 0606
E-mail: londonforum@wayahead.demon.co.uk

Together we can make a better London
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2005
Notice was given to members in August 2005 that the AGM of the London

Forum of Amenity and Civic Societies will be held on Thursday 22nd

September 2005 at 6pm in The Gallery
(Alan Baxter and Associates), 77 Cowcross Street, London

near Farringdon Station, EC1 - see map below.
Please report to reception in the courtyard, through the gates.

A party with food for members and guests will be
held from 6pm to 6:30pm, before the AGM

AGENDA FOR 17th LONDON FORUM AGM
1. Welcome and introduction by Dame Jennifer Jenkins, Patron
2. Approval of the minutes of the AGM of 23  September 2004rd

3. Chairman’s Report
4. Approval of the Annual Report and Accounts for 2004-2005
5. Election of Honorary Independent Examiner
6. Election of Officers and Trustees
7. Any Other Business

After the AGM there will be a talk at 7:15pm by

Mr Nigel Kersey of CPRE (London) on the

Thames Gateway,

followed by a discussion on that topic and on issues of

Green Belt protection and Housing
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENTS

The Vice-presidents join with the President this year in paying tribute to the Forum's
considerable achievements under Peter Eversden's Chairmanship. These have
included the development of the Forum's role as a major player in the planning
consultation process, particularly in London's policies, guidance and frameworks;
giving evidence, responding to policy drafts at both Government and GLA levels and
actively defending community interests at key public inquiries, many of which are
related to proposed waterside developments.

The Forum's wider role and influence rests on the continued growth in membership
from the original 35 Member Societies to more than 100; and the links we have
developed with some 40 Associate groups; listed at the back of the report. This
represents a significant percentage of London's concerned population.

It is no coincidence that we share office premises with a number of our associate
groups at Alan Baxter and Associates, in Cowcross Street. Alan Baxter has created
a working environment in which architects, designers, engineers, artists, campaigners
and visionaries meet easily. The London Forum is not alone in appreciating both the
informal contacts and the Gallery as a meeting place.

We congratulate the editorial team and graphic designer Ross Shaw, on the new look
Newsforum. It contains vital planning information. The current issue, highlights
concerns that the London Assembly and our members have, about the need for the
Mayor to improve openness and accountability, particularly in planning decisions. Two
regular Newsforum features, which promote the work of our members and associates
are 'Spotlight' by Tony Aldous, and 'Round the Societies' by George Parish.

The Vice-presidents are organising the Walter Bor Media Awards 2005, with a new
category, 'Media Impact'. Our aim is to encourage exchange of ideas, and promotion
of the London Forum membership to a wider audience, by publicising newsletters and
publications. On November 15th, an exhibition of all material, will be on show at the
presentation of the winning Awards, so that all members and guests will see the high
standards achieved through the dedicated voluntary sector. Do make sure your
Society is represented, and that your publications and communication achievements
are with us before the 23rd September closing date. If you have not already sent in
materials, we will be able to receive them at the AGM on the 22nd.

Lastly, it would be wonderful if, even in your own busy schedule, you felt you could
give a little assistance to the Core Team in the coming year. Think about it and let us
know at the AGM. We need your support in achieving the aims of all who care about
the quality of life in the capital. “You know it makes sense”.

Sir Richard MacCormac
Tony Aldous
Marion Harvey
Judy Hillman
Martin Simmons
Bill Tyler
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Highgate Society
Hyde Park Estate Association
Isleworth Society
Islington Society
John Innes Society (Merton)
Kensington Society
Kew Society
Kingston-upon-Thames Society
Ladbroke Association
Lewisham Environment Trust
London Historic Gardens Trust
London Society
London Thames Gateway Forum
Lower Lea Project
Malden and Coombe Civic Society
Marylebone Association
Metropolitan Public Gardens Association
Mill Hill Preservation Society
Mortlake and East Sheen Society
Muswell Hill and Fortis Green Association
Netherhall Neighbourhood Association
Newington Green Action Group
Northolt & Greenford Countryside Park Soc
Norwood Society
Old Chiswick Protection Society
Paddington R.A.C.T.
Pinner Association
Putney Society
Queen's Park Area Residents Association
Richmond Society
River Thames Society
Save Environ of Alexandra Park and Palace
Seven Dials Monument Charity
Smithfield Trust
Society for Protection of London Squares
Soho Society
South East Bayswater RA
South End Green Association
Southgate Civic Trust
Spitalfields Society
St. John's Wood Society
St. Mary Cray Action Group
Stanmore Society
Strawberry Hill Residents Association
Streatham Society
Suncroft Residents Association
Sutton and Cheam Society
Sydenham Society
Teddington Society
Telegraph Hill Conservation Society
Tewkesbury Lodge Estate Residents Assoc
Thorney Island Society
Tower Hamlets Environment Trust
Vale of Health Society
Vauxhall Society
Victoria Drive Conservation Area RA
Waltham Forest Civic Society
Wandsworth Society
Waterloo Community Development Group
Westbourne Neighbourhood Association
West Green Residents Association
Westcombe Society
Westminster Society
Wimbledon Park Heritage Group
Wimbledon Society

Worcester Park Residents Association
York House Society

ASSOCIATES

Adams Loxton Partnership Ltd
Age Concern London
Alan Baxter and Associates
Association of North Thames Amenity Socs
Bio Regional Development Group
CPRE London Branch
Campaign for the Abolition of Leaseholds
Centre for Independent Transport Research
Civic Design Partnership
Coin Street Community Builders
Crystal Palace Campaign
Frederick Stafford Planning
Friends of Islington Museum
Friends of the Earth London Region
Georgian Group
Groundwork Foundation
Heathrow Assoc Control of Aircraft Noise
Highgate Conservation Area Advisory Cttee
International Design Eco Awards
Islington Archaeology and History Society
Lambeth Public Transport Committee
Learning Through Landscapes in London
Living Streets
London Cycling Campaign
London Green Belt Council
London Open House
London Planning and Development Forum
London Research Centre
London Transport Users Committee
London Voluntary Service Council
London Wildlife Trust
London & Middlesex Archaeological Society
Muswell Hill Friends of the Earth
Open Spaces Society
Planning Aid for London
RIBA London Region
Ramblers Association (Inner London)
Society for Protection of Ancient Buildings
South London Link Travellers Association
Sustainable London Trust
Town and Country Planning Association
Transport 2000 London and South East
Trees for London
Twentieth Century Society
Urban Design Group
Urban and Economic Development
Victorian Society
Wandle Industrial Museum
West London River Group

Welcome to New Members

Hammersmith & Fulham Historic Buildings Grp

Strawberry Hill Residents Association

Worcester Park Residents Association



16

THE LONDON FORUM

Dame Jennifer Jenkins, DBE Patron

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
FOR 2004-2005

Ex-Officio
Sir Richard MacCormac, CBE, PPRIBA, MA, RA

President

Tony Aldous, LLB, FRSA }

Marion Harvey, MBE, BA, MSc, FRSA }  Vice-

Judy Hillman, MA, FRSA } Presidents

Martin Simmons, MA, Dip.TP, MRTPI }

Bill Tyler, ARIBA }

Trustees
Peter Eversden 020 8747 3281

Chiswick Chairman

Martyn Harman 020 8946 1238
Wimbledon Vice-Chairman

Chair of Planning & Transport Committee

Andrew Coleman 020 8940 6203
Richmond Treasurer

Michael Hammerson 020 8341 1437
Highgate Editor Newsforum

Helen Marcus 020 7722 1414
Heath&Hampstead Membership Secretary

Associate Editor Newsforum

Michael Bach
Chelsea

Tom Ball 020 7834 5173
Westminster

John How 020 8673 3945
Clapham

Maryse Jones 020 7226 2145
Islington

David Lewis 020 7622 8017
Battersea

Jim Nicolson 020 7735 3473
Vauxhall

Co-opted
Bill Tyler 020 8883 2006
Peter Pickering 020 8445 2807

Finchley Minutes Secretary

MEMBERS

Amwell Society
Angel Association
Balham Society
Barnet Society
Battersea Society
Beckenham Civic Society
Bedford Park Society
Bexley Civic Society
Blackheath Society
Brixton Society
Brockley Society
C.A.S.C.H. (Crouch End)
Camberwell Society
Camden Civic Society
Canonbury Society
Carshalton Society
Charlton Society
Chelsea Society
Chislehurst Society
Chiswick Protection Group
City Heritage Society
Clapham Society
Clerkenwell Community Trust
Covent Garden Community Association
Croydon Society
Crystal Palace Foundation
Crystal Palace Triangle Community Assoc
Culverley Green Residents Association
Dulwich Society
Duncan Terrace Residents Association
Ealing Civic Society
East Dulwich Society
Eltham Society
Enfield Preservation Society
Finchley Society
Finsbury Park Action Group
Friends of Battersea Park
Friends of Brockwell Park
Friends of Clapham Common
Friends of Great North Wood
Friends of Jubilee Gardens
Friends of Peckham Rye Park
Friends of Richmond Park
Friends of St. George's Gardens
Friends of Waterlow Park
Fulham Society
Gidea Park and District Civic Society
Greenwich Environment Forum
Greenwich Society
Greenwich Waterfront Community Forum
Groundwork Southwark Environment Trust
Hackney Society
Hammersmith Community Trust
Hammersmith & Fulham Historic Bldgs Gp
Hammersmith Society
Hammersmith Society
Hampstead Garden Suburb RA
Harrow Hill Trust
Heath and Hampstead Society
Herne Hill Society
Highbury Fields Association
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Constitution
The London Forum of Amenity and Civic Societies is an unincorporated association
founded in 1988 and was registered as a charity in 2002.  It is governed by a constitution
last revised in 2004.  The aim of the organisation is the protection and improvement of
the quality of life of people living, working in or visiting the area of Greater London.  The
objects of the London Forum can be summarised as the promotion and encouragement
of:

1. High standards of planning, design, infrastructure and transport;
2. Conservation;
3. Improvement to the built environment, open spaces, waterways

and amenities;
4. Knowledge of, and interest in, the aims of the London Forum by

members, NGOs and others;
5. Civic pride and community involvement;
6. Sustainable development.

Activities of the London Forum are summarised on page 18 of this report.

Organisation structure

The London Forum is administered by the Executive Committee of up to 15 trustees,
which meets quarterly.    The trustees serve for a period of three years and are elected
at the Annual General Meeting by the voting members of the London Forum, which are
amenity and civic societies in the Greater London area.  Matters of detail are delegated
to the Planning and Transport Committee, which reports to the Executive Committee.  All
the work of the London Forum is carried out by volunteers.

Review of the year ended 30 June 2005

During this year we have had the lowest numbers of committee members and officers
than for some time. That was due to the loss of several of our ‘Core Team’ due to
illness and the lack of any new nominations by members at the AGM in 2004.

Nevertheless, we have had a period of high activity and involvement, particularly with
the GLA Assembly Members and officers. Several planning inquiries took a lot of time
of our team and our members in preparation, evidence and cross examination.

This year has been dominated by the planning changes introduced in September
2004 by the Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act which made the GLA London Plan
the development plan for the capital. The London Forum has been represented at
meetings with the Mayor’s planning team and boroughs on the preparation of the five
sub regional development frameworks for London. Those have identified requirements
for development in Opportunity and Intensification areas and the cross-border issues
for boroughs and regions. The outcome of the consultation on the frameworks will
influence both the alterations to the London Plan next year and the preparation of
local development plan documents that will eventually replace the borough UDP
policies.
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (continued)

We were invited to  work with GLA planning officers on the sustainability appraisal of
the first alterations to the London Plan on waste & aggregates and housing.

Our newsletters and e-mail bulletins were used to inform members about planning
changes and advise them on their engagement in the Local Development Plan
process at borough level.  Three editions of Newsforum were published.

Input and consultation responses were made to several draft documents by
Government and the GLA on local planning, housing provision, trees and woodlands,
sustainable design and construction, waste, renewable energy, congestion charging,
the West London tram, use classes, clean neighbourhoods, environmental noise, the
London freight strategy, controlled parking, late running of the Underground and the
Mayor’s annual monitoring report.  We were asked to join a small team to consider the
scope of that report and the data sources that could be used.

The London Forum continued to engage with Assembly members and their
committees and scrutinies on various topics. We were invited to give evidence to the
committees for transport, planning, environment and Governance of London.
Proposals were made for the future programmes of some of those committees to
cover examination of the Mayor’s planning interventions, sewage into the Thames,
recycling, air pollution, airport expansion, mobile ‘phone masts and public realm
improvements. At the conference of the Sustainable Development Commission the
problem of lack of public infrastructure and services to support development growth
was raised and accepted as a major issue.

In our discussions with the GLA, emphasis has been placed on the apparent problems
arising from the way planning applications that have to be referred to the Mayor  are
handled. There are concerns about the GLA reports on such proposals to boroughs
and the evidence from the Mayor’s officers at public inquiries. London Forum officers
and its members have found that non-conformity to the policies of the London Plan
in development proposals have not been adequately identified by the GLA.

Members of the London Forum’s Core Team and of its societies have given evidence
at several inquiries.  They included those for Lots Road, Kew Bridge Road and
Gunnersbury.  All involved large scale, high density buildings which the Mayor
welcomed and supported although they would have an adverse impact on their setting
and surroundings, contrary to guidance and planning policies. The plans for
Gunnersbury were refused on appeal and decisions expected later in 2005 on the
others will be examined. After the adverse ODPM decision on the Vauxhall Tower
plans, the interpretation of planning policy will be clarified when we have more
Inspector’s reports and decisions on recent cases.

Objections were made to a third runway at Heathrow airport, the continuation of night
flights and the ending of alternation in the use of the existing runways.  We supported
members in opposing the congestion charge extension and the Uxbridge Road tram
due to lack of benefits and the adverse impact they would have on the lives of people
who live near to them. Evidence was given to the Assembly Transport Committee on
the environmental and other problems that the West London tram could cause.
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THE LONDON FORUM AT LARGE

Dame Jennifer Jenkins, Patron
Civic Trust Trustee and Chairman of Civic Trust Policy Committee
President, Ancient Monuments Society
President of the Oxfordshire Branch of CPRE
Sir Richard MacCormac, President
Chairman of the Architecture Committee of the Royal Academy
Member of the Dublin Corporation Architectural Advisory Panel
Representative Trustee of the Sir John Soane’s Museum
Past President of the RIBA
Past Commissioner for English Heritage
Judy Hillman, Vice-President
Council member of the London Parks and Gardens Trust
Patron, Friends of Regent’s Park and Primrose Hill
Secretary, South East Regional Design Panel
Bill Tyler, Vice-President
President, Finchley Society; Consultant on Historic Buildings
Chair, Avenue House Management Committee
Tony Aldous, Vice-President
Conservation Journalist
Andrew Coleman, Treasurer
Victorian Society - Financial Advisor
Peter Eversden, Chairman
Secretary, Association of Chiswick Amenity Societies
West London River Group
Harley Sherlock, Vice-Chair, Planning & Transport Committee
President, CPRE London Branch; President Islington Society
Dick Allard
London Sustainable Distribution Partnership of TfL (GLA)
Tom Ball
London Planning and Development Forum
Liaison with Trees for London and the Metropolitan Police
Michael Hammerson and Peter Pickering
Standing Conference on London Archaeology
Michael Hammerson
Policy Consultant, The Civic Trust; President Highgate Society
Member, English Heritage's London Historic Environment Forum
Alastair Hanton
Transport Activists Round Table
ALG Transport and Environment Committee Users Forum
John How
Member, English Heritage's London Historic Environment Forum
David Lewis
London Energy Forum; Wandle Forum
West London River Group
Thames and Waterways Stakeholders Forum
David Rennie
Liaison - London Transport Users Committee
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The London Forum of Amenity and Civic Societies

Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2005 (continued)

5. General fund

The general fund, which is unrestricted, contains an element of funds that has been
designated by the Executive Committee for use in special projects:

Designated  Undesignated   Total
£ £  £

Balance brought forward at 1 July 2004 4,249 9,618 13,867

Net incoming resources for the year - 1,988 1,988

Transfers - -  -

    ______     ______ ______

Balance carried forward at 30 June 2005 4,249 11,606 15,855
    ______     ______ ______    ______     ______ ______

The trustees are satisfied that the reserves are sufficient to finance its existing level
of activities.  It is hoped to increase the level of activities of the London Forum in
future years and a further assessment of the adequacy of reserves will be made when
the implications of those proposals can be evaluated.

Bankers     Lloyds TSB      COIF Deposit Fund

Independent examiner     Simon Baddeley, FCA
               Chiswick, London W4
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (continued)

Nominations from societies of people to work with our committees fell to an all time
low this year and that has restricted our events programme, our research work and
delayed our newsletters. As well as nominations of people to our Core Team, we are
seeking volunteers from member societies who can support our work by some
contribution of their time and expertise on key topics.  We need to continue work that
has earned us a good reputation and helps us to meet our members’ expectations.

Open meetings were held on the planning changes that were being introduced by the
new Act in 2004, on open spaces and on Crossrail & Channel Tunnel Rail Link.
We arranged our second meeting for societies with board members of Transport for
London. Members joined the Kew Society at a meeting on the London sewer
problems that are leading to heavy discharges into the Thames. We are pursuing
action on this.

London Forum works with the Civic Trust on strengthening and supporting civic
society effectiveness, on the impacts of the night-time economy and improving the
public realm. A grant from the Trust is being used to improve our communications.
Bulletins were issued to those members on e-mail and have been well received.

Involvement has been maintained with members of the Thames & Waterways
Stakeholder Group of the GLA, the West London River Group and others seeking to
protect and enhance our rivers and canals and their usage.

Our member societies were encouraged to support CPRE (London) in their
investigation into threats to the Green Belt.

Four meetings of the Executive Committee were held and the Planning & Transport
Committee met six times.  Matters discussed included the topics above and our
activities for next year. The Executive Committee maintained a programme of policies
and actions to achieve the organisation’s objectives and to develop its relationships
and influence but some activities cannot be commenced until we have more people.

The London Forum is very appreciative of the office space and facilities provided by
Alan Baxter and Associates and for donations that some member societies made.

Financial Report for the year to 30 June 2005

Total income for the year was £4,168, 43% below last year’s level. This is principally
accounted for by a decrease in income from public meetings and events, and lower
subscription income falling in the year.  Subscription income was £1,230, £890 lower
than last year because subscription demands for 2005 were issued later than the
demands for 2004.   Donation income was down to £65 from £394 last year as a
result of a change in the pattern of support from a donor.  Grant income from the Civic
Trust continued at the same level of £2,000 as in the previous year.  Income from
public meetings and events was £156, down from £2,225 the previous year as the
result of the Thames study cruise (with ticket sales of £1,950) being held in that year.
Interest income was £690, £246 above the previous year’s level as a result of higher
deposit balances.
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (Finance - continued)

Expenses for the year were £2,180, 61% below last year’s level.  This is principally
due to a decrease in the cost of events and meetings and a lower level of support
costs.  The cost of newsletters was £1,387, 8% higher than the previous year as a
result of a conscious decision to invest additional resources in the Forum’s newsletter.
The cost of public meetings and events was £79, a decrease of £2,305 from last year,
principally as a result of the cost of the Thames study cruise being held last year.
Support costs were £714, £949 below last year’s level as a result of several factors
affecting the quantum and incidence of these costs.

As a result, the London Forum recorded a surplus of £1,988 for the year,, in
comparison with a surplus of £1,715 for the previous year.  The London Forum is only
able to achieve this result because of the very considerable donations in kind made
by committee members and friends of the London Forum, which result in substantial
savings in costs that would otherwise be incurred.   Although little of the grant from
the Civic Trust was spent this year, we expect to see the rate of expenditure increase
in future years as the Forum rolls out its plans to enhance its expenditure on
conveying its messages to a wider audience.

The balance sheet of the London Forum demonstrates continued financial strength
with net current assets, primarily cash and deposits, amounting to £15,806 in
comparison with £13,794 last year. This financial strength will be beneficial in enabling
the London Forum’s plans for a professionally-designed website, additional
communications with member societies, some research work (resources permitting)
and further widening of membership across Greater London.

Risk management

The major risks to which the London Forum is exposed, as identified by the trustees,
have been reviewed during the year and the trustees are satisfied that action is being
taken where appropriate to manage those risks.

Statement of the executive committee’s responsibilities for financial statements

Charity law requires the Executive Committee to prepare financial statements for each
financial year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the London
Forum and of the income and expenditure for the year then ended.  In preparing the
financial statements, the Executive Committee is required to select suitable
accounting policies and apply them consistently, make judgements and estimates that
are reasonable and prudent, and prepare the financial statements on a going concern
basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the London Forum will continue in
business.  The Executive Committee has responsibility for maintaining proper
accounting records that disclose with reasonable accuracy the financial position of the
London Forum and enable it to ensure that the financial statements comply with
charity regulations.  It also has responsibility for safeguarding the assets of the
London Forum and for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of
fraud and other irregularities.

On behalf of the Executive Committee   Peter Eversden  Chairman   09August2005
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The London Forum of Amenity and Civic Societies

Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2005 (continued)

2. Total resources expended

There are no staff costs and the majority of costs comprises direct costs.  The
Independent Examiner does not charge a fee for his examination of the accounts of
the London Forum.

3. Transactions with Members of the Executive Committee

No trustee or person defined by Accounting Standards as "related to them" received
any remuneration for services as a trustee or in a management capacity during the
year or any reimbursement of expenses other than for expenditure incurred as agent
for the London Forum.

4. Fixed assets

Cost of office equipment £ 

At 1 July 2004 97

Additions -  

          

At 30 June 2005       97
          

Depreciation of office equipment

At 1 July 2004 24

Charge for the year 24
          
          

At 30 June 2005       48
          

Net book value

At 30 June 2005 49
           

At 1 July 2004 73
           

continued on page 14
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The London Forum of Amenity and Civic Societies

Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2005

1. Accounting policies

a Basis of accounting

The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention.
They have been prepared in accordance with applicable accounting standards
(including the Statement of Recommended Practice on Accounting by Charities
published in October 2000) and on a going concern basis. The London Forum is an
unincorporated association founded in 1988 and became a charity in July 2002. 

b Income and expenditure

Income for the year is brought into the financial statements when received or when
there is certainty of receipt. Income received in advance is carried forward. 
Expenditure is accounted for on an accruals basis.

The Statement of Recommended Practice on Accounting by Charities requires
that costs be allocated between direct charitable expenditure, fund raising, and
management and administration.   For those categories of expenditure where
direct attribution is not applicable, apportionment has been applied on the basis of
the effort estimated to have been devoted to each activity.

c Fund accounting

All of the London Forum’s funds are unrestricted.  The Executive Committee has
designated a certain amount of the funds to be used for special projects.

d Subscription income

Subscriptions are recognised when received.  

e Services provided

The Society benefits from the provision, without charge, of a variety of skills and
other services by committee members and friends of the London Forum.  The
benefit is not reflected in these accounts since it is not regarded as practicable to
estimate its value.

f Fixed assets

Fixed assets are stated at cost less depreciation.   Fixed assets, which comprise
office equipment, are depreciated on a straight-line basis over 4 years.
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Report of the Independent Examiner to the Executive Committee
of the London Forum of Amenity and Civic Societies

I report on the accounts of The London Forum for the year ended 30 June 2005,
which are set out on pages 10 to 14.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner

As the charity’s trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts;
you consider that the audit responsibilities of section 43(2) of the Charities Act
1993 (“the Act”) does not apply.  It is my responsibility to state, on the basis of
procedures specified in the General Directions given by the Charity
Commissioners under section 43(7)(b) of the Act, whether particular matters have
come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner’s report

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given
by the Charity Commissioners.  An examination includes a review of the
accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts
presented with those records.  It also includes consideration of any unusual items
or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees
concerning any such matters.  The procedures undertaken do not provide all the
evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an
audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.

Independent examiner’s statement

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements

• to keep accounting records in accordance with section 41 of the Act; and

• to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to
comply with the accounting requirements of the Act 

have not been met; or

(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper
understanding of the accounts to be reached.

S Baddeley FCA

Chiswick 9 August 2005
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The London Forum of Amenity and Civic Societies

Statement of financial activities for the year ended 30 June 2005

2005 2004

    £     £ 

Incoming resources

Voluntary income

Subscription income 1,230 2,120

Donations 65 394

Gift Aid 27 87

Grant from Civic Trust 2,000 2,000

Income from operating activities

Public meetings and events 156 2,225

Publications - 30

Investment income

Interest income 690 444
______ ______

Total incoming resources 4,168 7,300
______ ______

Resources expended

Cost of generating funds - - 

Cost of charitable activities

Newsletters 1,387 1,288

Public meetings and events 79 2,384

Grant - 250

Support costs 714 1,663

Management and administration
of the charity - - 

______ ______

Total resources expended Note 2 2,180 5,585
______ ______

Net incoming resources for the year 1,988 1,715

General fund at beginning of year 13,867 12,152

_______ ______

General fund at end of year 15,855 13,867
_______ _____________ ______
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The London Forum of Amenity and Civic Societies

Balance Sheet at 30 June 2005

2005 2004

    £     £

Fixed assets-tangible assets   Note 4 49 73

Current assets

Debtors & prepayments 27 140

Deposit account 16,345 13,755

Cash at bank and in hand 617 1,673
______ ______

16,989 15,568
______ ______

Current liabilities: amounts falling due 

within 1 year

Creditors & accruals 1,183 1,774
______ ______

Net current assets 15,806 13,794
______ ______

Total assets less current liabilities 15,855 13,867
_______ _____________ ______

Funds
_______ ______

General fund Note 5 15,855 13,867
_______ _____________ ______

Approved by the trustees on 09 August 2005

and signed on their behalf by

PG Eversden – Chairman

AM Coleman – Hon Treasurer
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The London Forum of Amenity and Civic Societies

Statement of financial activities for the year ended 30 June 2005

2005 2004

    £     £ 

Incoming resources

Voluntary income

Subscription income 1,230 2,120

Donations 65 394

Gift Aid 27 87

Grant from Civic Trust 2,000 2,000

Income from operating activities

Public meetings and events 156 2,225

Publications - 30

Investment income

Interest income 690 444
______ ______

Total incoming resources 4,168 7,300
______ ______

Resources expended

Cost of generating funds - - 

Cost of charitable activities

Newsletters 1,387 1,288

Public meetings and events 79 2,384

Grant - 250

Support costs 714 1,663

Management and administration
of the charity - - 

______ ______

Total resources expended Note 2 2,180 5,585
______ ______

Net incoming resources for the year 1,988 1,715

General fund at beginning of year 13,867 12,152

_______ ______

General fund at end of year 15,855 13,867
_______ _____________ ______
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The London Forum of Amenity and Civic Societies

Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2005

1. Accounting policies

a Basis of accounting

The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention.
They have been prepared in accordance with applicable accounting standards
(including the Statement of Recommended Practice on Accounting by Charities
published in October 2000) and on a going concern basis. The London Forum is an
unincorporated association founded in 1988 and became a charity in July 2002. 

b Income and expenditure

Income for the year is brought into the financial statements when received or when
there is certainty of receipt. Income received in advance is carried forward. 
Expenditure is accounted for on an accruals basis.

The Statement of Recommended Practice on Accounting by Charities requires
that costs be allocated between direct charitable expenditure, fund raising, and
management and administration.   For those categories of expenditure where
direct attribution is not applicable, apportionment has been applied on the basis of
the effort estimated to have been devoted to each activity.

c Fund accounting

All of the London Forum’s funds are unrestricted.  The Executive Committee has
designated a certain amount of the funds to be used for special projects.

d Subscription income

Subscriptions are recognised when received.  

e Services provided

The Society benefits from the provision, without charge, of a variety of skills and
other services by committee members and friends of the London Forum.  The
benefit is not reflected in these accounts since it is not regarded as practicable to
estimate its value.

f Fixed assets

Fixed assets are stated at cost less depreciation.   Fixed assets, which comprise
office equipment, are depreciated on a straight-line basis over 4 years.

9

Report of the Independent Examiner to the Executive Committee
of the London Forum of Amenity and Civic Societies

I report on the accounts of The London Forum for the year ended 30 June 2005,
which are set out on pages 10 to 14.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner

As the charity’s trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts;
you consider that the audit responsibilities of section 43(2) of the Charities Act
1993 (“the Act”) does not apply.  It is my responsibility to state, on the basis of
procedures specified in the General Directions given by the Charity
Commissioners under section 43(7)(b) of the Act, whether particular matters have
come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner’s report

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given
by the Charity Commissioners.  An examination includes a review of the
accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts
presented with those records.  It also includes consideration of any unusual items
or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees
concerning any such matters.  The procedures undertaken do not provide all the
evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an
audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.

Independent examiner’s statement

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements

• to keep accounting records in accordance with section 41 of the Act; and

• to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to
comply with the accounting requirements of the Act 

have not been met; or

(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper
understanding of the accounts to be reached.

S Baddeley FCA

Chiswick 9 August 2005
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (Finance - continued)

Expenses for the year were £2,180, 61% below last year’s level.  This is principally
due to a decrease in the cost of events and meetings and a lower level of support
costs.  The cost of newsletters was £1,387, 8% higher than the previous year as a
result of a conscious decision to invest additional resources in the Forum’s newsletter.
The cost of public meetings and events was £79, a decrease of £2,305 from last year,
principally as a result of the cost of the Thames study cruise being held last year.
Support costs were £714, £949 below last year’s level as a result of several factors
affecting the quantum and incidence of these costs.

As a result, the London Forum recorded a surplus of £1,988 for the year,, in
comparison with a surplus of £1,715 for the previous year.  The London Forum is only
able to achieve this result because of the very considerable donations in kind made
by committee members and friends of the London Forum, which result in substantial
savings in costs that would otherwise be incurred.   Although little of the grant from
the Civic Trust was spent this year, we expect to see the rate of expenditure increase
in future years as the Forum rolls out its plans to enhance its expenditure on
conveying its messages to a wider audience.

The balance sheet of the London Forum demonstrates continued financial strength
with net current assets, primarily cash and deposits, amounting to £15,806 in
comparison with £13,794 last year. This financial strength will be beneficial in enabling
the London Forum’s plans for a professionally-designed website, additional
communications with member societies, some research work (resources permitting)
and further widening of membership across Greater London.

Risk management

The major risks to which the London Forum is exposed, as identified by the trustees,
have been reviewed during the year and the trustees are satisfied that action is being
taken where appropriate to manage those risks.

Statement of the executive committee’s responsibilities for financial statements

Charity law requires the Executive Committee to prepare financial statements for each
financial year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the London
Forum and of the income and expenditure for the year then ended.  In preparing the
financial statements, the Executive Committee is required to select suitable
accounting policies and apply them consistently, make judgements and estimates that
are reasonable and prudent, and prepare the financial statements on a going concern
basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the London Forum will continue in
business.  The Executive Committee has responsibility for maintaining proper
accounting records that disclose with reasonable accuracy the financial position of the
London Forum and enable it to ensure that the financial statements comply with
charity regulations.  It also has responsibility for safeguarding the assets of the
London Forum and for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of
fraud and other irregularities.

On behalf of the Executive Committee   Peter Eversden  Chairman   09August2005
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The London Forum of Amenity and Civic Societies

Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2005 (continued)

2. Total resources expended

There are no staff costs and the majority of costs comprises direct costs.  The
Independent Examiner does not charge a fee for his examination of the accounts of
the London Forum.

3. Transactions with Members of the Executive Committee

No trustee or person defined by Accounting Standards as "related to them" received
any remuneration for services as a trustee or in a management capacity during the
year or any reimbursement of expenses other than for expenditure incurred as agent
for the London Forum.

4. Fixed assets

Cost of office equipment £ 

At 1 July 2004 97

Additions -  

          

At 30 June 2005       97
          

Depreciation of office equipment

At 1 July 2004 24

Charge for the year 24
          
          

At 30 June 2005       48
          

Net book value

At 30 June 2005 49
           

At 1 July 2004 73
           

continued on page 14
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The London Forum of Amenity and Civic Societies

Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2005 (continued)

5. General fund

The general fund, which is unrestricted, contains an element of funds that has been
designated by the Executive Committee for use in special projects:

Designated  Undesignated   Total
£ £  £

Balance brought forward at 1 July 2004 4,249 9,618 13,867

Net incoming resources for the year - 1,988 1,988

Transfers - -  -

    ______     ______ ______

Balance carried forward at 30 June 2005 4,249 11,606 15,855
    ______     ______ ______    ______     ______ ______

The trustees are satisfied that the reserves are sufficient to finance its existing level
of activities.  It is hoped to increase the level of activities of the London Forum in
future years and a further assessment of the adequacy of reserves will be made when
the implications of those proposals can be evaluated.

Bankers     Lloyds TSB      COIF Deposit Fund

Independent examiner     Simon Baddeley, FCA
               Chiswick, London W4
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (continued)

Nominations from societies of people to work with our committees fell to an all time
low this year and that has restricted our events programme, our research work and
delayed our newsletters. As well as nominations of people to our Core Team, we are
seeking volunteers from member societies who can support our work by some
contribution of their time and expertise on key topics.  We need to continue work that
has earned us a good reputation and helps us to meet our members’ expectations.

Open meetings were held on the planning changes that were being introduced by the
new Act in 2004, on open spaces and on Crossrail & Channel Tunnel Rail Link.
We arranged our second meeting for societies with board members of Transport for
London. Members joined the Kew Society at a meeting on the London sewer
problems that are leading to heavy discharges into the Thames. We are pursuing
action on this.

London Forum works with the Civic Trust on strengthening and supporting civic
society effectiveness, on the impacts of the night-time economy and improving the
public realm. A grant from the Trust is being used to improve our communications.
Bulletins were issued to those members on e-mail and have been well received.

Involvement has been maintained with members of the Thames & Waterways
Stakeholder Group of the GLA, the West London River Group and others seeking to
protect and enhance our rivers and canals and their usage.

Our member societies were encouraged to support CPRE (London) in their
investigation into threats to the Green Belt.

Four meetings of the Executive Committee were held and the Planning & Transport
Committee met six times.  Matters discussed included the topics above and our
activities for next year. The Executive Committee maintained a programme of policies
and actions to achieve the organisation’s objectives and to develop its relationships
and influence but some activities cannot be commenced until we have more people.

The London Forum is very appreciative of the office space and facilities provided by
Alan Baxter and Associates and for donations that some member societies made.

Financial Report for the year to 30 June 2005

Total income for the year was £4,168, 43% below last year’s level. This is principally
accounted for by a decrease in income from public meetings and events, and lower
subscription income falling in the year.  Subscription income was £1,230, £890 lower
than last year because subscription demands for 2005 were issued later than the
demands for 2004.   Donation income was down to £65 from £394 last year as a
result of a change in the pattern of support from a donor.  Grant income from the Civic
Trust continued at the same level of £2,000 as in the previous year.  Income from
public meetings and events was £156, down from £2,225 the previous year as the
result of the Thames study cruise (with ticket sales of £1,950) being held in that year.
Interest income was £690, £246 above the previous year’s level as a result of higher
deposit balances.
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (continued)

We were invited to  work with GLA planning officers on the sustainability appraisal of
the first alterations to the London Plan on waste & aggregates and housing.

Our newsletters and e-mail bulletins were used to inform members about planning
changes and advise them on their engagement in the Local Development Plan
process at borough level.  Three editions of Newsforum were published.

Input and consultation responses were made to several draft documents by
Government and the GLA on local planning, housing provision, trees and woodlands,
sustainable design and construction, waste, renewable energy, congestion charging,
the West London tram, use classes, clean neighbourhoods, environmental noise, the
London freight strategy, controlled parking, late running of the Underground and the
Mayor’s annual monitoring report.  We were asked to join a small team to consider the
scope of that report and the data sources that could be used.

The London Forum continued to engage with Assembly members and their
committees and scrutinies on various topics. We were invited to give evidence to the
committees for transport, planning, environment and Governance of London.
Proposals were made for the future programmes of some of those committees to
cover examination of the Mayor’s planning interventions, sewage into the Thames,
recycling, air pollution, airport expansion, mobile ‘phone masts and public realm
improvements. At the conference of the Sustainable Development Commission the
problem of lack of public infrastructure and services to support development growth
was raised and accepted as a major issue.

In our discussions with the GLA, emphasis has been placed on the apparent problems
arising from the way planning applications that have to be referred to the Mayor  are
handled. There are concerns about the GLA reports on such proposals to boroughs
and the evidence from the Mayor’s officers at public inquiries. London Forum officers
and its members have found that non-conformity to the policies of the London Plan
in development proposals have not been adequately identified by the GLA.

Members of the London Forum’s Core Team and of its societies have given evidence
at several inquiries.  They included those for Lots Road, Kew Bridge Road and
Gunnersbury.  All involved large scale, high density buildings which the Mayor
welcomed and supported although they would have an adverse impact on their setting
and surroundings, contrary to guidance and planning policies. The plans for
Gunnersbury were refused on appeal and decisions expected later in 2005 on the
others will be examined. After the adverse ODPM decision on the Vauxhall Tower
plans, the interpretation of planning policy will be clarified when we have more
Inspector’s reports and decisions on recent cases.

Objections were made to a third runway at Heathrow airport, the continuation of night
flights and the ending of alternation in the use of the existing runways.  We supported
members in opposing the congestion charge extension and the Uxbridge Road tram
due to lack of benefits and the adverse impact they would have on the lives of people
who live near to them. Evidence was given to the Assembly Transport Committee on
the environmental and other problems that the West London tram could cause.
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THE LONDON FORUM AT LARGE

Dame Jennifer Jenkins, Patron
Civic Trust Trustee and Chairman of Civic Trust Policy Committee
President, Ancient Monuments Society
President of the Oxfordshire Branch of CPRE
Sir Richard MacCormac, President
Chairman of the Architecture Committee of the Royal Academy
Member of the Dublin Corporation Architectural Advisory Panel
Representative Trustee of the Sir John Soane’s Museum
Past President of the RIBA
Past Commissioner for English Heritage
Judy Hillman, Vice-President
Council member of the London Parks and Gardens Trust
Patron, Friends of Regent’s Park and Primrose Hill
Secretary, South East Regional Design Panel
Bill Tyler, Vice-President
President, Finchley Society; Consultant on Historic Buildings
Chair, Avenue House Management Committee
Tony Aldous, Vice-President
Conservation Journalist
Andrew Coleman, Treasurer
Victorian Society - Financial Advisor
Peter Eversden, Chairman
Secretary, Association of Chiswick Amenity Societies
West London River Group
Harley Sherlock, Vice-Chair, Planning & Transport Committee
President, CPRE London Branch; President Islington Society
Dick Allard
London Sustainable Distribution Partnership of TfL (GLA)
Tom Ball
London Planning and Development Forum
Liaison with Trees for London and the Metropolitan Police
Michael Hammerson and Peter Pickering
Standing Conference on London Archaeology
Michael Hammerson
Policy Consultant, The Civic Trust; President Highgate Society
Member, English Heritage's London Historic Environment Forum
Alastair Hanton
Transport Activists Round Table
ALG Transport and Environment Committee Users Forum
John How
Member, English Heritage's London Historic Environment Forum
David Lewis
London Energy Forum; Wandle Forum
West London River Group
Thames and Waterways Stakeholders Forum
David Rennie
Liaison - London Transport Users Committee
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THE LONDON FORUM

Dame Jennifer Jenkins, DBE Patron

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
FOR 2004-2005

Ex-Officio
Sir Richard MacCormac, CBE, PPRIBA, MA, RA

President

Tony Aldous, LLB, FRSA }

Marion Harvey, MBE, BA, MSc, FRSA }  Vice-

Judy Hillman, MA, FRSA } Presidents

Martin Simmons, MA, Dip.TP, MRTPI }

Bill Tyler, ARIBA }

Trustees
Peter Eversden 020 8747 3281

Chiswick Chairman

Martyn Harman 020 8946 1238
Wimbledon Vice-Chairman

Chair of Planning & Transport Committee

Andrew Coleman 020 8940 6203
Richmond Treasurer

Michael Hammerson 020 8341 1437
Highgate Editor Newsforum

Helen Marcus 020 7722 1414
Heath&Hampstead Membership Secretary

Associate Editor Newsforum

Michael Bach
Chelsea

Tom Ball 020 7834 5173
Westminster

John How 020 8673 3945
Clapham

Maryse Jones 020 7226 2145
Islington

David Lewis 020 7622 8017
Battersea

Jim Nicolson 020 7735 3473
Vauxhall

Co-opted
Bill Tyler 020 8883 2006
Peter Pickering 020 8445 2807

Finchley Minutes Secretary

MEMBERS

Amwell Society
Angel Association
Balham Society
Barnet Society
Battersea Society
Beckenham Civic Society
Bedford Park Society
Bexley Civic Society
Blackheath Society
Brixton Society
Brockley Society
C.A.S.C.H. (Crouch End)
Camberwell Society
Camden Civic Society
Canonbury Society
Carshalton Society
Charlton Society
Chelsea Society
Chislehurst Society
Chiswick Protection Group
City Heritage Society
Clapham Society
Clerkenwell Community Trust
Covent Garden Community Association
Croydon Society
Crystal Palace Foundation
Crystal Palace Triangle Community Assoc
Culverley Green Residents Association
Dulwich Society
Duncan Terrace Residents Association
Ealing Civic Society
East Dulwich Society
Eltham Society
Enfield Preservation Society
Finchley Society
Finsbury Park Action Group
Friends of Battersea Park
Friends of Brockwell Park
Friends of Clapham Common
Friends of Great North Wood
Friends of Jubilee Gardens
Friends of Peckham Rye Park
Friends of Richmond Park
Friends of St. George's Gardens
Friends of Waterlow Park
Fulham Society
Gidea Park and District Civic Society
Greenwich Environment Forum
Greenwich Society
Greenwich Waterfront Community Forum
Groundwork Southwark Environment Trust
Hackney Society
Hammersmith Community Trust
Hammersmith & Fulham Historic Bldgs Gp
Hammersmith Society
Hammersmith Society
Hampstead Garden Suburb RA
Harrow Hill Trust
Heath and Hampstead Society
Herne Hill Society
Highbury Fields Association
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Constitution
The London Forum of Amenity and Civic Societies is an unincorporated association
founded in 1988 and was registered as a charity in 2002.  It is governed by a constitution
last revised in 2004.  The aim of the organisation is the protection and improvement of
the quality of life of people living, working in or visiting the area of Greater London.  The
objects of the London Forum can be summarised as the promotion and encouragement
of:

1. High standards of planning, design, infrastructure and transport;
2. Conservation;
3. Improvement to the built environment, open spaces, waterways

and amenities;
4. Knowledge of, and interest in, the aims of the London Forum by

members, NGOs and others;
5. Civic pride and community involvement;
6. Sustainable development.

Activities of the London Forum are summarised on page 18 of this report.

Organisation structure

The London Forum is administered by the Executive Committee of up to 15 trustees,
which meets quarterly.    The trustees serve for a period of three years and are elected
at the Annual General Meeting by the voting members of the London Forum, which are
amenity and civic societies in the Greater London area.  Matters of detail are delegated
to the Planning and Transport Committee, which reports to the Executive Committee.  All
the work of the London Forum is carried out by volunteers.

Review of the year ended 30 June 2005

During this year we have had the lowest numbers of committee members and officers
than for some time. That was due to the loss of several of our ‘Core Team’ due to
illness and the lack of any new nominations by members at the AGM in 2004.

Nevertheless, we have had a period of high activity and involvement, particularly with
the GLA Assembly Members and officers. Several planning inquiries took a lot of time
of our team and our members in preparation, evidence and cross examination.

This year has been dominated by the planning changes introduced in September
2004 by the Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act which made the GLA London Plan
the development plan for the capital. The London Forum has been represented at
meetings with the Mayor’s planning team and boroughs on the preparation of the five
sub regional development frameworks for London. Those have identified requirements
for development in Opportunity and Intensification areas and the cross-border issues
for boroughs and regions. The outcome of the consultation on the frameworks will
influence both the alterations to the London Plan next year and the preparation of
local development plan documents that will eventually replace the borough UDP
policies.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENTS

The Vice-presidents join with the President this year in paying tribute to the Forum's
considerable achievements under Peter Eversden's Chairmanship. These have
included the development of the Forum's role as a major player in the planning
consultation process, particularly in London's policies, guidance and frameworks;
giving evidence, responding to policy drafts at both Government and GLA levels and
actively defending community interests at key public inquiries, many of which are
related to proposed waterside developments.

The Forum's wider role and influence rests on the continued growth in membership
from the original 35 Member Societies to more than 100; and the links we have
developed with some 40 Associate groups; listed at the back of the report. This
represents a significant percentage of London's concerned population.

It is no coincidence that we share office premises with a number of our associate
groups at Alan Baxter and Associates, in Cowcross Street. Alan Baxter has created
a working environment in which architects, designers, engineers, artists, campaigners
and visionaries meet easily. The London Forum is not alone in appreciating both the
informal contacts and the Gallery as a meeting place.

We congratulate the editorial team and graphic designer Ross Shaw, on the new look
Newsforum. It contains vital planning information. The current issue, highlights
concerns that the London Assembly and our members have, about the need for the
Mayor to improve openness and accountability, particularly in planning decisions. Two
regular Newsforum features, which promote the work of our members and associates
are 'Spotlight' by Tony Aldous, and 'Round the Societies' by George Parish.

The Vice-presidents are organising the Walter Bor Media Awards 2005, with a new
category, 'Media Impact'. Our aim is to encourage exchange of ideas, and promotion
of the London Forum membership to a wider audience, by publicising newsletters and
publications. On November 15th, an exhibition of all material, will be on show at the
presentation of the winning Awards, so that all members and guests will see the high
standards achieved through the dedicated voluntary sector. Do make sure your
Society is represented, and that your publications and communication achievements
are with us before the 23rd September closing date. If you have not already sent in
materials, we will be able to receive them at the AGM on the 22nd.

Lastly, it would be wonderful if, even in your own busy schedule, you felt you could
give a little assistance to the Core Team in the coming year. Think about it and let us
know at the AGM. We need your support in achieving the aims of all who care about
the quality of life in the capital. “You know it makes sense”.

Sir Richard MacCormac
Tony Aldous
Marion Harvey
Judy Hillman
Martin Simmons
Bill Tyler
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Highgate Society
Hyde Park Estate Association
Isleworth Society
Islington Society
John Innes Society (Merton)
Kensington Society
Kew Society
Kingston-upon-Thames Society
Ladbroke Association
Lewisham Environment Trust
London Historic Gardens Trust
London Society
London Thames Gateway Forum
Lower Lea Project
Malden and Coombe Civic Society
Marylebone Association
Metropolitan Public Gardens Association
Mill Hill Preservation Society
Mortlake and East Sheen Society
Muswell Hill and Fortis Green Association
Netherhall Neighbourhood Association
Newington Green Action Group
Northolt & Greenford Countryside Park Soc
Norwood Society
Old Chiswick Protection Society
Paddington R.A.C.T.
Pinner Association
Putney Society
Queen's Park Area Residents Association
Richmond Society
River Thames Society
Save Environ of Alexandra Park and Palace
Seven Dials Monument Charity
Smithfield Trust
Society for Protection of London Squares
Soho Society
South East Bayswater RA
South End Green Association
Southgate Civic Trust
Spitalfields Society
St. John's Wood Society
St. Mary Cray Action Group
Stanmore Society
Strawberry Hill Residents Association
Streatham Society
Suncroft Residents Association
Sutton and Cheam Society
Sydenham Society
Teddington Society
Telegraph Hill Conservation Society
Tewkesbury Lodge Estate Residents Assoc
Thorney Island Society
Tower Hamlets Environment Trust
Vale of Health Society
Vauxhall Society
Victoria Drive Conservation Area RA
Waltham Forest Civic Society
Wandsworth Society
Waterloo Community Development Group
Westbourne Neighbourhood Association
West Green Residents Association
Westcombe Society
Westminster Society
Wimbledon Park Heritage Group
Wimbledon Society

Worcester Park Residents Association
York House Society

ASSOCIATES

Adams Loxton Partnership Ltd
Age Concern London
Alan Baxter and Associates
Association of North Thames Amenity Socs
Bio Regional Development Group
CPRE London Branch
Campaign for the Abolition of Leaseholds
Centre for Independent Transport Research
Civic Design Partnership
Coin Street Community Builders
Crystal Palace Campaign
Frederick Stafford Planning
Friends of Islington Museum
Friends of the Earth London Region
Georgian Group
Groundwork Foundation
Heathrow Assoc Control of Aircraft Noise
Highgate Conservation Area Advisory Cttee
International Design Eco Awards
Islington Archaeology and History Society
Lambeth Public Transport Committee
Learning Through Landscapes in London
Living Streets
London Cycling Campaign
London Green Belt Council
London Open House
London Planning and Development Forum
London Research Centre
London Transport Users Committee
London Voluntary Service Council
London Wildlife Trust
London & Middlesex Archaeological Society
Muswell Hill Friends of the Earth
Open Spaces Society
Planning Aid for London
RIBA London Region
Ramblers Association (Inner London)
Society for Protection of Ancient Buildings
South London Link Travellers Association
Sustainable London Trust
Town and Country Planning Association
Transport 2000 London and South East
Trees for London
Twentieth Century Society
Urban Design Group
Urban and Economic Development
Victorian Society
Wandle Industrial Museum
West London River Group

Welcome to New Members

Hammersmith & Fulham Historic Buildings Grp

Strawberry Hill Residents Association

Worcester Park Residents Association
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The LONDON FORUM helps civic societies,
residents' associations and other community
groups to work together to protect and
improve the quality of life in London.

Since its foundation in 1988 under the
auspices of The Civic Trust, for which the
London Forum is the London Region
Association, it has grown in strength and
influence; derived from the participation of
over 130 local societies with a combined
membership of some 100,000 Londoners,
plus around 50 Associate Groups and
individual subscribers.

The  LONDON  FORUM . . . . . .

Represents . . . .
. . . . its members on London-wide issues,
liaising with the Mayor’s office and Greater
London Authority Assembly members,
national and local government, government
agencies and bodies influencing planning, the
environment, road management, transport
and regeneration in London.

It was a member of the development team of
London Civic Forum that works with the GLA.

Supports . . . .
. . . . local community and civic societies and
channels their views and concerns to other
relevant London-wide groups.

Responds to . . . . 
. . . . key consultation papers, draft strategies,
reports, and other policy documents, as they
arise, regarding London’s ever changing
issues and concerns.

Publishes . . . .
. . . . "Newsforum", a regular newsletter aimed
at keeping member societies informed and
providing a platform for their views and for
mutual support. All major London professional
and environmental groups, Borough Chief
Executives and Leaders, the Mayor, GLA
members and officers, London MPs and
MEPs and the media receive copies.

Organises . . . .
. . . . meetings, events, seminars, award
schemes and exhibitions on topics of
importance to those who live and work in
London and publicity for the achievements of
its member organisations.

The LONDON FORUM's responses . . . .

. . . . . are based on surveys of member
societies’ views.  These have shown a
remarkable consensus on a range of
London-wide issues.  Our most recent
feedback shows that the priorities are .....

< strategic planning and control for
sustainable development with
context sensitivity and sufficient
local infrastructure,

< development of an integrated
London-wide public transport and
traffic policy,

< efficient, safe and affordable
transport, of adequate capacity,

< addressing issues related to ....
� traffic, rat-running and pollution
� parks, open spaces, sports fields

and green belt
� regeneration of local shops and

town centres
� good urban design
� protecting Conservation Areas
� retaining and developing local

amenities
� proliferation of licensed premises -

the 24 hour society
� personal safety
� graffiti, litter and vandalism
� lack of resources and cuts in

borough front-line services
� entirely different standards of

public engagement among London
Boroughs

Membership

Full Members are civic and local amenity
societies across London
Associates are businesses and professional
organisations London-wide and single
interest groups
Individuals can also join.
Details: Helen Marcus - 020 7722 1414

Principal address of the charity is
The London Forum, 70 Cowcross Street,
London EC1M 6EJ  tel  020 7250 0606
E-mail: londonforum@wayahead.demon.co.uk

Together we can make a better London

3

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2005
Notice was given to members in August 2005 that the AGM of the London

Forum of Amenity and Civic Societies will be held on Thursday 22nd

September 2005 at 6pm in The Gallery
(Alan Baxter and Associates), 77 Cowcross Street, London

near Farringdon Station, EC1 - see map below.
Please report to reception in the courtyard, through the gates.

A party with food for members and guests will be
held from 6pm to 6:30pm, before the AGM

AGENDA FOR 17th LONDON FORUM AGM
1. Welcome and introduction by Dame Jennifer Jenkins, Patron
2. Approval of the minutes of the AGM of 23  September 2004rd

3. Chairman’s Report
4. Approval of the Annual Report and Accounts for 2004-2005
5. Election of Honorary Independent Examiner
6. Election of Officers and Trustees
7. Any Other Business

After the AGM there will be a talk at 7:15pm by

Mr Nigel Kersey of CPRE (London) on the

Thames Gateway,

followed by a discussion on that topic and on issues of

Green Belt protection and Housing


